October 8, 2010

Dear Parents,

Thank you very much for attending Back To School Night last evening.  It is beneficial to know the classroom expectations for your child.  If you ever have questions or concerns, please call me and leave a message or send me an email (4thgrade@stmss.org).

As you know, the students are learning about the unique characteristics of the five natural land regions of Washington.  They worked with a partner this week to design a poster.  The poster included a title, illustrations, and at least six facts about a specific region.  Ask your child to tell you about his/her poster.

The students have been working through the writing process this week.  After thinking about the person who inspires them the most, they reviewed how to use a word or concept map for prewriting to gather their ideas.  The ideas generated from that led them straight into writing the first draft.  Then they edited and revised the writing; first independently, then with a partner, and finally with me.  The next step produced a perfected final draft and illustration.  The completed pieces are hanging in the hallway.  If you didn’t read your child’s piece last night, pass by the room sometime and take a look.  You will be impressed! 
As active citizens of the global community, the students will be demonstrating stewardship by singing for the residents of Anderson House and Plaza every month.  They practice and learn a variety of songs in music class, and then perform them for the residents.  As I explained last night, the first visit is on October 28.  We will leave school right after lunch recess shortly after 1:00 and will return by 2:30.  Please be looking for the permission slip to be attached to next week’s parent letter.  Mark the date on your calendar and join us if you can!   

Reminders:
October 15, 10:00 mass



October 18, Book Review is due
Have a great weekend,

Pauline Storino 
